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Welcome to the latest edition of the CISV 

Leeds and West Yorkshire newsletter. Sorry 

that it has been such a long time since the 

last one! I hope you enjoy reading about 

some of the fantastic CISV experiences of 

2011 and finding out what we will be doing 

in 2012. Contributions to the next 

newsletter (hopefully May/June) will be 

gratefully received and should be sent to 

Lisa Girdwood:keithandlisa@tiscali.co.uk   

From Andrew Edwards and Cathy Killick: 

"Cathy and I spent a most enjoyable, 

inspiring and illuminating weekend in 
August hosting two delightful girls: Amy 

from China and Julia from Germany. CISV 
does such a wonderful job extending the 
hand of friendship around the world. 

Whether it was the girls' gasps as they saw 
York spread out below them from the 

tower of the Minster, their pleasure at 
realising all languages have tongue 
twisters or their appreciation of a roast 

chicken meal, it was a very special 
weekend for us both. After borrowing other 

families' daughters, we couldn't wait to get 
our own back the following Saturday. We 
weren't disappointed: Celia had a mind-

blowing four weeks in Xi'an, China, with a 
delegation led by the lovely Laura 

Gilmartin. She learnt new songs and 
games, stayed with hospitable families 

very different from our own, ate pickled 
carrot (not a high point!), visited the 
Terracotta Warriors and made a new best 

friend from Toronto, Canada who's already 
been to visit us in Leeds! Thank you CISV, 

particularly the brilliant committee 
members, for making it all happen. 
Inspiring and richer, for Celia and us, than 

we could have imagined.” 

Hanne Talbot on Seminar: 

This summer I went as a participant to a 

seminar camp in Sweden, with two other 

people from GB. The camp was unlike 

anything I’ve done with CISV before, with 

the staff handing it over to us on the third 

day (after which there was a five hour camp 

meeting – just to decide our schedule). 

Having split ourselves into planning groups 

we took turns to organise activities for one 

another, taking days out to discover 

Gothenburg and the Swedish seaside. 

Delegates took it upon themselves to 

organise national nights, with the Italians 

demonstrating what good pasta really is, the 

French spending a day making crêpes and 

the Canadian creating a huge breakfast 

involving French toast, cream and of course 

syrup. The camp changed the way I look at 

the world around me – for example, 

activities such as the one where we were 

put in a Mafia role-play situation, before 

having a question and answer session with 

the Italian delegation about the realities of 

the Mafia network in Italy. I hadn’t realised 

it was still happening to such an extent, and 

even now, hearing about Berlusconi’s 

resignation makes me question his 

involvement. It was an amazing experience 

and I cannot recommend the Seminar 

programme enough. 

 

Hanne’s Seminar Camp 
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2012 Programmes 
Villages 

Rio, NE and Amsterdam 
Leaders are Charlotte Houseman, Rebekah Gullett and Daisy Wilkinson 

Meeting to choose destinations for each delegation to be held on 10 Feb. 
JC's 

Hamburg - Niall Temple 

Tokyo - Ellie Preston 
IYM Denmark  (Easter) 

Leader - Oliver Manning 
Delegation - Laura Bewsher, Josh Carpenter, Harvey Stokeld, Katy Laville, Paul Hofmann 
and Monica Patterson (from Hull branch) 

IYM (individual at Easter) 
Barcelona  - Priya Chohan 

Madrid  - Liam Burke and Rhian Walsh 
Umea, Sweden - Alex Meek and Georgie Girdwood 

Seminars (summer) 

Prague – Callum Girdwood and Megan Davies 
Vilnius - Ben Taylor and Rebecca Carr and Lauren Gibson 

Philadelphia - Ollie Deane 
Summer Camp (Portugal) 

Need leader 

Aimee Forster, Tom Shippen and Hannah Lawton  
NYM (Bramhope, Leeds - August) 

 

Fundraising 
Bag Pack at Morrisons 

We managed to raise over £800 at the bag-

pack in December– thank you to everyone 

who helped out! 

Live Music and Dancing 

Put a note in your diary for 21st April, CISV 

will be hosting a fantastic fundraiser – great 

live music covering all genres – tickets will 

be £5 adults and £3 students/concessions. 

Look out for further details – we really need 

your support for this! 

The Committee 
There will be some big changes on the 

committee this year. Jane Halkier is stepping 

down as Chair and Helen James has agreed to 

be nominated (to be ably assisted by Vivien 

Webster); Richard will be stepping down as 

Treasurer and Jeremy Morton has kindly 

agreed to put himself forward; Nicky 

Houseman is also stepping down as Secretary 

and Lianne Collins and Carole Bewsher will 

work together in this role. 

Easter IYM 
This Easter, 2nd April – 9th April, CISV Leeds 

will be hosting an International Youth 

Meeting, welcoming delegations from Norway, 

Sweden, Italy and Czech Republic for a week 

of fun at Nell Bank in Ilkley. We’ll need your 

help as kitchen staff, and will be asking 

nearer the time! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Village 2011 

From Matt Halkier: 

In August, Leeds held a “The Same But 

Different Village” at Nell Bank in Ilkley. The 

nations that attended were from all across 

the globe and included Canada, China, 

France, Germany, Hong Kong, Italy, Japan, 

Netherlands, Norway, Peru, Portugal, 

Sweden, USA and of course GB. The 

weather stayed great throughout with the 

kids enjoying day to day village activities 

coupled with trips into Leeds and Skipton. 

An open day was held which had a great 

turn out and was extremely successful. 

Overall everyone had an amazing time and 

all the kids left with smiles on their faces. A 

big thank you to the staff, kitchen staff and 

committee who all came together and 

worked extremely hard to make the village a 

successful one. 

I hope you enjoyed reading this newsletter. A big 

thank you to Georgie, who did a such a good job 

as my personal desktop publisher! 


